


Letter from the Superintendent,
Dr. Robert Beck
Dear Parents,

Congratulations to all the actors and Ghirmay Andon, play 
director, for the performance of the Nightingale.  A great 
deal of work went into planning, practicing, and then 
performing this fun and enjoyable school play.  Thank you 
to the staff and parents who supported the performance by 
volunteering, and by getting the kids dressed in their cos-
tumes.  And thank you to the KAS maintenance staff for all 
they did to make the performance a success. The play was 
performed two times, Wednesday evening and then again 
Thursday afternoon.  This meant that many many students, 
parents, and teachers were able to see it.

The Nightingale is an example of a fine arts activity at 
KAS that builds students’  confidence in speaking and 
performing in front of an audience.  Research on child 
development reports that such ‘on stage’ performances 
are important in the development of a child’s feelings of 
positive self-worth, and in the development of their un-
derstanding of what it means to persist at a task until it is 
accomplished.  These traits, persistence and feelings of 
positive self-worth, play a critical role in becoming a suc-
cessful life-long learner.  It is interesting to note that highly 
successful leaders point to the characteristic of persistence-
particularly when faced with repeated frustrating failures 
and disappointments-as a key variable that led to their 
success.  Persistence at completing a task, no matter how 
seemingly difficult it is, is something that we reinforce in 
our daily teaching at KAS.

Bravo, Bravo to all the actors!  You persisted and you suc-
ceeded.

Letter from the Middle/High School
Principal, Susan Boutros
In April, students from Gr. 3 to 10 will take tests called 
Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®). The MAP is a 
computer-based test. We give students MAP tests to deter-
mine your child’s instructional level and to measure aca-
demic growth throughout the school year, and from year to 
year in the areas of Math, Reading and Language Usage. 
MAP tests are used worldwide in many International 
schools. They are unique in that they adapt to be appropri-
ate for the student’s level of learning. As a result, each stu-
dent has the same opportunity to succeed and maintain a 
positive attitude toward the testing experience.  With MAP 
tests, we can administer relatively short tests and use less 
class time while still receiving detailed, accurate informa-
tion about your child’s growth. The main purpose of the 
MAP tests is to promote the students’ learning.
Before we begin the full implementation of MAP in April, 
we will make sure that students, parents and teachers have 
all the information needed about the tests. We are truly 
excited to begin a new era that focuses on every child’s 
individual growth and achievement. 
We are sure that MAP testing will have a profound positive 
effect on our students’ learning. 
Have a great weekend!

Letter from the Early Childhood Center 
& Elementary School Principal, Phil 
Centers
Dear Teachers, Parents, Students, and Community 
Members,

I’ve been exploring in the E-news the important questions: 
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